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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, TSPA, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PRESS CRITICISM COMSAT MARITIME STATELLITE PROJECT 

1. SUMMARY: L' EXPRESS SEES COMSAT DEVELOPMENT MARITIME 
SATELLITE FOR NAVY AS RENEWED EVIDENCE US DESIRE RETAIN 
MONOPOLY SPACE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FIELD. ESRO COUNCIL HEAD LEVY 
CONCERNED AT BEING MISQUOTED OUT OF CONTEST BY L' EXPRESS. 

ACTION REQUESTED: BACKGROUND RE COMSAT CONTRACT FOR 

NAVY AND POSSIBLE IMPACT IMCO PROJECT. 

2. FRENCH WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE L' EXPRESS IN MARCH 26 
ISSUE CARRIES ARTICLE STRONGLY CRITICAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
COMSAT CONSTRUCTION TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE FOR US NAVY 
AND EVENTUALLY COMMERCIAL MARITIME USE. TIMING OF 

COMSAT CONTRACT JUST PRIOR IMCO MEETING LONDON TO DISCUSS 
MARSAT READ AS INTENDED HEAD OFF IMCO EXERCISE AND 
IMPLANT FAIT ACCOMPLI US MONOPOLY MARITIME SATELLITE 
FIELD. L' EXPRESS SEES PARALLEL WITH HISTORY AEROSAT 
PROJECT. AND NOTES THAT " AS IF BY CHANCE" COMSAT IS 
NOW AMONG FRONTRUNNERS FOR AEROSAT PROJECT AFTER FOUR 
YEARS OF " DILATORY MANEUVERYIN" BY US ( L’ EXPRESS NOTES 
IN PASSING THAT INTEREST IN AEROSAT BY AIRLINES HAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PAGE 02 PARIS 08681 281603 Z 

SINCE DECLINED DUE TIGHTER SITUATION AIRLINE REVENUE). 

3. L' EXPRESS ARTICLE PEGGED ON SPEECH MADE BY LEVY, HEAD 
OF ESRO COUNCIL. IN WTUTE AND IS BUSILY WORKING ON IMPORTANT 
RESEARCH 

PAPERS FOR CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF CC. 

3. THE WHOLE MATTER HAS BEEN RECENTLY REVIEWED AT HIGH 
LEVEL IN MOSCOW AND IT SEEMS VERY DOUBTFUL, VAKHRUSCHEV 
CONCLUDED RATHER SADLY. THAT SKOROV CAN BE RELEASED. 

4. WARVARIV MADE APPOINTMENT TO SEE ADG HOGGART MORNING 
MARCH 30 TO FIND OUT SECRETARIAT PLANS TO RESOLVE IMPASSE 
IN THIS MATTER AND WILL REPORT ON OPTIONS OPEN TO US IN LIGHT 
OF NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 

AGDS - DEC 3 1 , 1973 
IRWIN 
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